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"(I am standing here) arms extended, longing for you to  
embrace me. Longing for you to let go of those things you  
hold so dear to your heart. When you say you worship me,  

when you say you love me, when you say you long for me…
that means nothing else matters. That means no  

relationship will stand in the way. That means no job, that  
means no position, that means no place. Nothing else  

matters to you except me. And that’s what I long for you this  
morning, to put those things aside that you hold so dear,  
that you find safety, that you find confidence. Lay aside  
those things, you are mine! I stand here with my arms  

extended to you. Embrace me for this is where you will find  
rest. This is where you will find the security that you long  
for. You will find safety in me, I will not disappoint you. I  

will not leave you alone. I will hold you close to me. It is my  
love that gives you courage. It is my love that gives you  

confidence. It is my love that keeps you standing tall. Again,  
I am here with arms extended to you. Let go of the things  
that your heart hold onto. There has been disappointment  
there, there has been confusion there. You know this…so  

embrace me this morning. I am here for you, 
I am here for you as a church. Hold onto me." 


